
Quote  
“The Five Valleys we serve are the 
Bitterroot, the Blackfoot, the upper Clark 
Fork, the lower Clark Fork, and the Mission-
Jocko. We believe that the character of 
these valleys, and the thriving communities 
in them, is rooted in the clean rivers, open 
lands, and abundant wildlife that surround 
them. We work with communities, private 
landowners, governments, and other 
partners to protect these natural 
treasures for the benefit of this and future 
generations.” 

Five Valleys Land Trust  
“Who We Are” Page 

Number  
80+ 

Number of racing teams participating  
at marshall Mountain 

at recent  USA Cycling Collegiate Mountain 
Bike National Championships events 

Photo 
Photo of Lincoln Community River Park, 
near town of Lincoln. Five valleys 
currently owns the property, which 
provides community access to the river. 

Quote  
“We make conservation work for America 
by creating solutions that make 
environmental and economic sense.” 

Website Home Page 

Number  
8.2 Million; $2.6 Million 

Amount of acres The Conservation Fund 
has protected in the US; 

amount of money the TCF Revolving Fund 
has leveraged in Montana  

to help fund Montana projects 

Photo 

The Conservation Fund has made the Rocky 
Mountain Front a conservation priority, 
and has worked with project funders, area 
landowners, state and federal agencies 
and others to conserve over 140,000 acres 
along the Front.  
photo: Rocky Mountain Front wetland 
habitat by Todd Kaplan  

The Montana Association of Land Trusts 
Jan. 6, 2020 newsletter is a little 
different: It contains one quote, one 
number and one photo from the website of 
each MALT member land trust.  

Quote  
“When we conserved our land, almost 
twenty years ago, we did it because we 
really love this place,” Patti Eldredge 
explained. What Patti and Howard didn’t 
know at the time is that they would end up 
inspiring more than 35 other families like 
theirs to conserve their own special lands.  

From the “Success Stories” Website Page 

Number  

40+ 
Number of conservation easements  

created in the Bitterroot Valley 

Photo 
Wildlife 
habitat / 
ranch 
ground 
beneath 
Como 
Peaks 
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Land Trust
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Quote  
KLT’s Stein conservation easement 
protects 86 acres of free-flowing bull 
trout habitat and healthy Montana 
forestlands in the heart of the scenic Bull 
River Valley. Projects which support bull 
trout habitat are how KLT began, and we 
are always proud to ensure that this 
threatened species has clean water in 
which to live. 

From KLT’s ‘conservation” Page 
, 

Number  
3 

Number of KLT-owned community access 
properties in north Idaho  
and northwest Montana; 

Pine Street Woods, The Manning Buffer, 
and Cabinet View Nature Area 

Photo 
Camp Kaniksu, a nature-based summer camp 
offered by Kaniksu Land Trust, designed to 
be affordable and accessible for all 
children in the community.  

Quote  
“The vision of GVLT is to conserve open 
space on a scale that maintains the 
agricultural heritage, healthy and 
abundant wildlife habitats, clean flowing 
waters, and the scenic beauty of Montana’s 
greater Yellowstone region, now and for 
all future generations, while also 
developing extensive trail systems that 
connect communities to their surrounding 
natural lands and to each other.” 

Gallatin Valley Land Trust’s 
Mission Statement 

Number  
45,000 

Number of acres of productive river 
bottoms, prime agricultural lands, and 

critical wildlife corridors GVLT has 
conserved throughout the Gallatin, 

Shields, and Paradise Valleys 

Photo 

From the Trails portion of the website: 
“The variety of ways that we work allows 
us to address needs in all parts of the 
trail system, ensuring new access, safety, 
and excellent user experiences.”

Quote  
“We believe in the inseparable 
relationships among our communities, their 
people and our natural resources. We 
treasure the Flathead’s natural bounty, 
comforted by its open vistas and mountain 
splendors that both invigorate our lives 
and expand our freedoms. As neighbors we 
share responsibility for sustaining this 
vibrant and diverse natural setting.” 

From the Flathead Land Trust 
Visions and Principles Statement  

Number  
60; 41% 

Number of conservation easements held 
by Flathead Land Trust; 

percentage of the Flathead River floodplain 
conserved through the  
River to Lake Initiative 

Photo 

Flathead Land Trust helped lead a 
partnership in the effort to build the 
Columbia Falls Community Fishing pond.  
Flathead Beacon photo 
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Quote  
PPLT has stayed true to its roots and today 
is a creative conservation organization 
whose guiding principle is to “connect land 
and people.” We work to reach this goal by 
focusing on three key areas: Trails, Lands, 
and Community Conservation. 

From PPLT’s home page 

Number  
70+ 

Miles of trails PPLT has built, stewards 
and Maintains in the Helena area 

Photo 

The Prickly Pear Land Trust Greenway 
Project was approved in 2019 and will 
ultimately serve as a major asset to the 
community of East Helena. The Greenway 
Project is part of the ASARCO cleanup 
settlement and in the not too distant 
future PPLT will be starting project design 
work, negotiating trail easements with 
private landowners, and working with 
Montana Rail Link to navigate the railroad 
tracks that run throughout the area. PPLT 
hopes to start some work in late 2020, but 
otherwise they anticipate trail work in 
2021 and beyond.

Quote  
“The Nature Conservancy in Montana is 
dedicated to protecting our watersheds 
and transforming the way we manage 
limited water supply. Because only a basin-
wide approach can provide the water 
conservation effects needed to adequately 
improve water flow, we are collaborating 
with key partners in the Missouri 
Headwaters, including landowners, state 
agencies, federal agencies, and local 
watershed organizations to achieve 
measurable goals.” 

TNC Website Page about  
Freshwater Conservation 

Number  
1million 

Annual habitat loss of grassland birds 
in the Northern Great Plains and in 

wintering ground in Texas 

Photo 
Photo illustrating website article about 
recent Montana TNC’s use of the LWCF to 
conserve land and maintain access near the 
Blackfoot River. Steven Gnam photo 

Quote  
“Montana’s future is tied to the land and to 
the people who live on and manage it. MLR 
envisions a future with enduring 
landscapes that keep Montana’s 
agricultural lands and communities 
healthy and flourishing over the 
generations.” 

Message from Board  
President George Olsen 

Number  
855; 1,045,258 

Number of conservation easements MLR 
holds since its first easement in 1978; 

number of acres of conservation 
easements MLR holds,  

more than any other Montana entity 

Photo 
Horse and barn, from MLR’s “Let’s Be 
Friends” website Facebook invitation.  

The Nature  
Conservancy of MT

Prickly Pear 
Land Trust

The Montana 
Land Reliance



Quote  
“We focus our efforts on crucial areas 
where private lands connect the wild 
strongholds of the Northern Rockies. By 
protecting these vital corridors, we foster 
movement and crucial genetic exchange 
between grizzly populations at risk of 
isolation. Currently, our One Landscape 
Initiative aims to protect 188,000 acres in 
33 key linkage areas identified through 
rigorous collaborative planning.” 

From the Vital Ground “About Us” page 

Number  
100,000;1,850; 8 

approximate number of grizzly bears in 
North America five centuries ago; 

Approximate number of bears in US now; 
Number of active habitat projects  

on vital Ground “current Projects” Page 

Photo 

Photo by Robert Scriba. Picture is from the 
Vital ground “About the Grizzly” page, 
which contains this sentence: A land trust 
for grizzly bears? It might sound like a 
strange combination, but the truth is this: 
bears are just the beginning.

Quote  
Montana's Haskill Basin provides nearly 75 
percent of the water supply for the town 
of Whitefish, located near Glacier 
National Park. The basin's working forest 
has been harvested by F.H. Stoltze Land & 
Lumber Company for a hundred years, 
supporting a timber industry key to the 
local economy even today. 

Website introduction to  
the Successful Haskill Basin  

Conservation Easement Project 

Number  
6,132 

Number of acres TPL purchased from 
Stimson Lumber company and 

were added to the Lolo National forest 
to protect outdoor recreation access 

Photo 
Gecho ranch, with Sphinx Mountain in the 
background. TPL worked with MLR and the 
NRCS to conserve 1,406 acres of Madison 
County ranch lands. Alex Diekmann photo 

Quote  
“The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
believes that Hunting Is Conservation. Early 
American leaders like Theodore Roosevelt 
shaped a set of ideals now known as the 
North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation. They declared that wildlife 
belong to all of us. That every citizen is 
entitled to hunt and fish. And that science-
based, state-regulated hunting would drive 
wildlife conservation and 
management. Today, the U.S. has the most 
successful system in the world.  And no one 
does more to uphold it than hunters.” 

From the RMEF Conservation Page 

Number  
235,000 

Number of RMEF members 

Photo 

RMEF and others have been active in 
resolving Crazy Mountain access issues 
and worked with local landowners, US 
Forest Service and others to design and 
build a new trail in time for Montana’s  
youth hunt and general rifle season. 
RMEF photo 
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