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"\ The Flathead Land .HE%

“be one of its most unusual — a
mmwg&b:ozm acquisition ow
-a property in the Kila area:
" that once was. destined to be a.
- luxury residential am<&o§=m3
~witha private airstrip. i
' The 305-acre parcel m&mcmi
" to the Smith Lake Waterfowl -
Production Area was slated to
- be developed,
. downturn put the subdivision -

o

on hold and the property mzamg,

‘up with Provident Bank. .

' “This project was brought
“tous by a bﬁmﬁcoﬁ:m land-
owner. He knew of a H:mom of.
property _o% N;m Eﬁ was E

-servation/ mmEoEEH.m E.emﬁ

but the economic -

~cerned about SHE» would. ‘hap-.

...pen to it,” said Marilyn Wood, -
— executive director of Emgmma
.. Land Trust.

Hmﬁmm\ﬁ conservation project Em% ,

The landowner, Pete <<mgm.,.,
‘Was, interested in expanding

" his farming operation and. E;o-

posed doing a combination co

“We didn’t have enough mon-

_ ey to buy the whole thing out- -
right and Mr. Wade didn’t wmé

enough to do the whole thing -
outright,” Wood. mma adding’. .

hard to make the moaﬁwﬁos
happen. - Gl
The parcel SQE%w 5@ moamm
of wetlands that will be trans--
ferred in October:to.the U.S. -

. Fish and Wildlife Service as

‘an mn&ﬁoﬁ to Em mE:& bmwm
~Wildlife Production Area:
‘A-100-acre portion of the
vwovmﬁw that has been in agri-
cultural use will oobﬁssm to be

,mmgmm by Wade:

The wetlands, farm wmam ,
- and riparian habitat along .
- Truman Creek are: considered
&EH tothe ecological ::mm-
EJ\ of Ashley- Creek; Smith
“:Lake and the greater Flathead
watershed, An additional ben-
E is the protection: of scenic

. views in the Kila and Smith -
that negotiations were success- «
- ful, with the bank also working:

wam area.

“This E.emo.ﬂ wmmzw cmz. o
mm:m the local community E
so many ways,” Wood said.

1) wumbﬁomba< increases Em

wetlands habitat of the Smith
*Lake Wildlife _uﬂomzoﬂobx»wmm
Wm_@m Uaoﬁmﬁ smﬁmﬁ @smbg all

the way acéb to the Emﬁsmmg 7

‘River, keeps another parcel of A

- mmEoEEHm_ land in local food

/

. \Sm::@qms\::mlmxm com.

“and preserves the gmﬁﬁﬁ sce-

production and Q.m&ﬂob& use, |

nic views we all enjoy. It’s Emﬁ
an meNEm project.” : oo

It is the land trust’s 50th ' = |
conservation E.emﬁ since: ﬁym ,
organization was moEima in
1985. . |

To mark the Ebmmﬁosm _&m |

trust will hold a celebration |
Sept. 26 at the Creston Picnic " -

Pavilion near the Creston Fish |

8

.. Hatchery from 4:30 pm. to -

6:30 p.m. The public is Eﬁﬁmn ﬁ
to enjoy hay Eamm a wosbwﬂ
snacks SE raffle E,Emm ;,

mm.oo:,mw Jim §m§ 3&\ cm
reached at 758- 4407 orby: mEm: m:.




